Letter from Admiral De Grasse to General Rochambeau
August 30, 1781

On August 30, 1781, Rear Admiral Francois Josef Paul, Comte de Grasse wrote
to General Rochambeau from his battleship, the Ville de Paris, anchored in the
Chesapeake Bay. Admiral De Grasse noted his “great pleasure” in arriving at the
Chesapeake Bay, and that he had departed
on August 3 from Santo Domingo. De
Grasse wrote that it had it had been
necessary to stop in Havana to obtain the
1.2 million livres, which was the funding
in hard currency (silver and gold) that
Rochambeau had requested as being
necessary for the Battle of Yorktown. De
Grasse also noted that his fleet included
the 3,200 reinforcements that Rochambeau
had also requested to join General
Washington’s forces at Yorktown.

This letter is housed in the Yale
University Beineke Rare Book and
Manuscript Collection in New Haven,
Connecticut.

© Barbara A. Mitchell, 2005. All rights reserved.



{!,') }}

?E”“ééﬂ‘é}‘?e&: e e e R é’/g /20 B a/rju 2 Ae >
Zgj&.v;.} N{’) Go  dowusts [2 41

Q2 - %) ﬂ{ff—..ez{,f

c/':h P Y g g [P ,fra;q',,) /.’!.4.'9 1y & Inetrn entoge })
/ Q; %
9/&.47.1 (féb [iz{ﬁ_,.ui; eégg a’_/ae adds cf;z‘)jfu:’é-“/-’ O aMiive,
gle/ /&Jl)g}d - va/r-zﬂaj?urfég) (;" A Pyes dﬁffaﬂwgb
P owns a/a Ry e N de > PLen  poupelles . ‘/esvy}.,' )

L@om'rx?/u_u Losr 3 Qotgr)  comome O L len eleq,

” - ‘ e :
3 ; & 2
Lo M1 Ep11er 2 a-> rlete Pt es 95/4_ 2 -}t’.fru) e ) A o ﬂ)j&:)&’%
> 5 l{/ = : ' i
«ﬁi’ /rojooo, 7% Peny eFer12 59y ! ,,f;‘ 71622.9) aezo
s g =3
; s
23> /w £ 4% /m en , Preo. gn ‘e na > /ﬂ omnts J Arrniyce ¥ ,'a‘,
. ¢ P & . ’ f
“ o oufo T&‘I.CL)/Z(L'L» 2 pf’y Az Pero L0 5 4
Z th s e : e 7 Tk 2 z’-’?; qér?/rm.aa.fp,
{e t 00 6 12 0 i md it e  edes s MY Ao, 14 v ok
p -

7 (4 fz{fﬂ :X/W’?‘M.ﬂ_gk‘x

: =4
i C/afda 22 oézl»? Damallds s

éjt{,{ > 21 e 714 > C)J_/or?;lm,, G0 ¥ J;J s 9:),7;2&_‘1} 31,.)_-4

= £ g

S ”n :
(i ADLy) oy =) €2 7L e e jlee ,/ 22 1) 3 ? e gu”f}?il? i

2 A
fﬂﬁf-m; DEJJ dgma},'w s O 242 ¢ arze> 4 —

<} : / .
cfa/???c.’.' ?-‘.’) V@ rS) '/{UL) //0 M e ) 2 e > 92/;:. .ﬂ‘ul?;g ,J(,_)

P \;C’) P g{a,) t/f;;";(ﬁ 5

5, i)
b= = .42-‘ QM2 24 pmggq/z 3 Q/ e )
/o ‘_//_92"1&.-: .,()96 thieto0 o~ P 2 Prleppae > fg_av_/,m/j /Q/ﬁ_/—-—\\

5

7 2 i Ao o p)
v . 7 20 2 Peoxd Clonnew et
co 37 £y ouen] o Po? EDRE 5
) ; £l e %ﬁ'/):'”éo'z{i) @ e
qeicar e ;/u.: '}{-'73 extreesc ettt @ed) a L )

-
. y 7 - = i
;{154)"-_.?1 2w~ Sl 5 R o MC’-"{&/V;

o7 / /’ W/
“ Ve tner fnen /) bzl s fney

v 7 - .
25 1ip) Gestas e S it~

AEtApy

A < >
./\,"?7 ue { L L84




